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On Nov. 6, upon conclusion of a five-day visit, representatives from the OAS's Inter-American
Human Rights Commission (Comision Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, CIDH) held a
press conference in Guatemala City. The delegation, headed by CIDH president Marco Bruni
Celli, reported that despite a drop in the frequency of human rights violations in Guatemala, such
violations continue to occur at a high rate. Other members of the delegation included Alvaro Tirado,
Leo Valladares and Patrick Robinson. The CIDH visit came in response to an invitation by the
Guatemalan government. The CIDH delegation held meetings with President Jorge Serrano, the
interior and defense ministers, judges, representatives from the Catholic Church, non-governmental
organizations and human rights groups. Delegation members also visited the country's main prison
facilities where they took testimony from inmates. The delegation plans to issue a full report based
on material gathered during the visit in the near future. Bruni Celli expressed concern regarding
continued use of the practices of "forced disappearance" and extrajudicial executions, as well
as deficiencies in the justice system and impunity, as manifested in observations made by the
delegation and in testimonies provided to delegation members by victims of human rights abuses.
He added that the CIDH is also concerned over the problems faced by repatriated refugees and
by the civilian population in conflict zones. Delegation members criticized the continued practice
of forced recruitment by the military, particularly prevalent among campesinos and indigenous.
The CIDH called on the government to suspend forced recruitment altogether. The CIDH criticized
rebel groups for their continued use of sabotage against the country's economic infrastructure.
The delegation applauded steps taken under the Serrano administration to strengthen the judicial
system. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 11/02/92,
11/03/92, 11/05/92; Agence France-Presse, 11/03/92, 11/06/92, 11/07/92)
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